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Education and Public Outreach Committee:  Issue 1

Public engagement not a “Mission Requirement”

NASA is an organization of engineers and scientists who do not 

necessarily understand the importance of public outreach. Public 

Affairs continues to fight a needless battle to include public access 

and interaction as a requirement for every NASA mission. Engineers 

have always resisted including cameras and crew time as a priority 

mission requirement – as both require the expenditure of scarce 

resources. 



Education and Public Outreach Committee:  Recommendation 1

The Council recommends that representatives of the 

Communications and Education Offices be included in reviews 

during all phases of development to ensure that missions serve 

NASA’s educational and public outreach goals. 

Rationale:

Public access to missions should always be a priority requirement 

that is built into the design of any mission.



Education and Public Outreach Committee:  Issue 2

No Budget for HQ Public Affairs

The Public Affairs budget in Washington has been zeroed out for 

several years forcing the department to operate on non-appropriated 

money.



Education and Public Outreach Committee:  Recommendation 2

The Council recommends that the NASA Office of Communications 

(formerly Office of Public Affairs) be funded at a level proportionate 

and appropriate to its mission, goals and objectives in engaging the 

public.


